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of free-will and of good-will on both sides, or it can be productive of no pleasant fruits. I beg, therefore, that you will discuss the subject, so far as you shall deem it necessary, with the same freedom as if the question were now to be taken on my settlement for the first time." I was induced to make this state ment, my friends, from a conviction that your pros' perity as a society could not be greatly increased by my labors, under the arrangements which now exist in most of our churches. I had met you for many years from Sunday to Sunday; the thoughts and feelings, which were perhaps new to many of you when first presented, had lost much of their freshness ; my own mind had ceased to take a deep interest in many points which we had fully considered with each other ; while at the same time I was aware there were others in which I had a deep concern, which had failed to attract your attention. I was called upon, notwithstanding, to address nearly the same individuals, to pursue the same track on which we had long traveled together, to use greafe diligence lest I should depart from the usual sphere of the pulpit, and touch on subjects which, by the general consent of our churches, are banished from the ordinary meeting of our public assemblies on the Lord's Day. Such a course must always be productive of depression and embarrassment. Unless a minister is expected to speak out on all subjects which are uppermost in his mind, with no fear of incurring the chargeon of pre-be a respected, useful, and happy man. And this connection, which is foundedon.
